
In “Under the Rice Moon” Rhiannon Puck paints a simple picture using a cliff swallow whose only wish is to be free of the cage that confines it. Puck illustrates that the need for personal freedom is bigger than any price we can place on it in the material world and demonstrates that our ability to understand the needs of others may be limited by our own personal interests and experiences.   Through this swallow’s journey, Puck shows that its song can only be understood by the individual who has no material interest in its situation.


The merchant who caught the bird sees it only as another piece of merchandise that he sells at his stand in the market place.  He cares for it as he does his “dried fruits and sugarcane.”  Like his other merchandise, his only interest in the bird is what he can get for it.  Had he understood the swallow’s song for freedom, he may very well have respected it, but because he only hears the clink of the change that is paid for it, he does no more than give it to the first customer who pays the price.


When the first buyer hears the swallow’s song, she pledges, “I will take care of you, little bird,” but fails to recognize message in the song through the interference of the smells and sounds of the marketplace.  The bird quickly becomes a way to buy a pair of slippers that she wants, and she just as quickly forgets her promise.  The boy’s promise is just as shallow even if he initially is sincere.  He too hears the swallow’s song, but his commitment to his promise is overcome by the price that a customer soon offers in hopes of making his daughter feel better.  This owner is different than the rest because his focus is on how the gift will make his daughter feel.  But the bird is still just property, and he doesn’t understand its song because he is only concerned about how the gift will affect his daughter.


The sick girl for whom the bird has been purchased as a gift is the only owner who hasn’t paid something for the bird.  When she hears the birds song, her response is simple and selfless, “I know what you need, little bird.”  They share a moment of mutual understanding when she asks the bird, “Will you fly for me, too?” as she releases it through the open window.  The selflessness of the act suggests that the reward will far outweigh the price.
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 Through a simple day in the life of a bird Rhiannon Puck demonstrates the interference that the material world may have on our understanding of the personal needs of others. When the sounds of commerce are the predominant sounds that surround us, we may only hear our own selfish needs, and we may be blinded by what we can get from what we give.  In the quiet of night, the girl in this story was able to see the true needs of the creature that faced her.  She was free to act selflessly as she was able to connect to the plight of the bird as a result of her own experience.
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