Student Sample Response to Under the Rice Moon

"Under the Rice Moon" tells a story about a caged bird and a sickly young girl who understand one another. Read the story. Then, write an essay discussing the story’s theme, or message, and how the author uses the bird and the story’s characters to express the message. Be sure to include examples and details from the story to support your ideas. Do not merely summarize the story. Remember that your response will be evaluated in two ways—on your understanding of the story and on the quality of your writing. 
Read the response below.  Considering the guidelines and recommendations you have been given for the Literary Analysis Essay, how do you think this paper will score?  Make your predictions using the grid below, and then suggest improvements that you would recommend for this writer.

Under the Rice Moon makes a point using a bird who wants to be free. Through this birds situation, the author  shows that it’s song can only be understood by the individual who doesn’t have any money or time spent on it.


The man who caught the bird sees it only like his other property.  His only interest in the bird is what he can get for it.  first buyer says, “I will take care of you, little bird.” but fails to understand the song because of the sound of business of the marketplace.  The bird soon becomes a way to buy a pair of slippers that she wants.  The new owner trades a pair of valuable slippers for the bird and like the girl promises to care for the bird, but the next owner is different than the rest because he hopes that the gift will make his daughter feel better.  The sick girl is the only owner who hasn’t paid something for the bird.  When she hears the birds song, her response is simple and selfless, “I know what you need, little bird.”  And she releases it through the open window.  She is only concerned about the birds happiness not her own.


 Through a simple day in the life of a bird the author shows how we must get past our own needs to understand the personal needs of others. The last girl in this story was able to see the true needs of the bird because it was like she had been in a cage too.
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What would you suggest to improve this paper?  Be Specific
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