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These are not your mama’s ABCs.





Attack the Question in your thesis statement.


A good thesis statement should directly address the question and set up the organization of the rest of your argument.  If you only had one sentence to answer the question, what would that sentence be?











A-





B-











C-





       Seuss clearly uses Once-ler to symbolize what he sees as the attitude of big business towards the environment and the damage that can be caused by that attitude.  Upon his arrival, Once-ler immediately sees opportunity in the land of the Truffula Tree.  He quickly builds a successful business on the thneeds he produces in spite of the protests from the local ambassador for the area’s natural resources.  He turns a deaf ear to the frequent protests of the Lorax even when faced with evidence that his actions are causing harm to the local wildlife.  Although he claims to care, he makes no changes in his behavior.  Seuss uses Once-ler’s reactions to the Lorax to expose his own views on industry’s attitude toward the environment, “I the Once-ler felt sad/As I watched them all go,/ BUT…/ Business is business!/And Business must grow.” The Once-er continues to chop the trees, failing to recognize the damage he is doing until, at last, it is too late to do anything about it.  Once-ler ironically goes on to destroy the one thing that made him rich.  His business fails, and all that is left is a barren wasteland. The result is clearly Seuss’s warning to both industry and those who regulate it. 





After reading “The Lorax” by Dr. Seuss,  write an essay in which you discuss how the author uses the characters in the story to express a message. Support your ideas with examples and details from the story.        


Example


Seuss cleverly makes a strong environmentalist point through the interaction between the Once-ler and the Lorax, and suggests a powerful message to the young readers of this story through the boy.





Bring it!  Bring the book and your brain to the defense of your thesis statement.    “Book” = quoting, summarizing, or paraphrasing something that happened in the story. Use the actual                 �                      text as a reference. Do not merely rely on your memory of what happened in the story… �                      you will not always remember exactly how something happened.


“Brain” = anything from your own mind: your thoughts on the topic, your analysis of the literature, your �                      explanation of why you think the author included a particular part of the story, your own �                      personal connection.





                      Without this evidence and elaboration, you leave your topic sentence hanging. 





Finally, when the Once-ler tosses the boy that seed of hope, Dr. Seuss’s message is just as clear to us as it was to the Once-ler.  “Unless someone like you / Cares a whole awful lot, / Nothing is going to get better, / It’s not.” That seed represents the same potential power that is represented by today’s children.  If they care enough, they will find that they can be instruments of positive change.  





If you remember to bring your ABCs to every response, not only will you guarantee yourself full credit for your response, you will also write a response that you can look upon with the same pride that Rikki possesses as he continues to protect the family and the garden from snakes.





Close the Deal in your concluding paragraph.


This is where you drive home the significance of your evidence and your overall point.  If you don’t finish strong, all of your good evidence and elaboration loses its punch.





 Leave your reader with a final thought that effectively punctuates your point.








