Literary Analysis 
             Essay 2011
	“The Three Century Woman”

By: Richard Peck
	“Papa’s Parrot”

By: Cynthia Rowley
	“From an American Childhood”

By: Annie Dillard
	“Barrio Boy”

By: Ernesto Galarza


	“A Day’s Wait”
By: Ernest Hemingway
	“All Summer in a Day”

By: Ray Bradbury
	“Suzi and Leah”

By: Jane Yolen


Essay Topic: Choose one of the stories we have read. Pick three literary elements (characters, setting, irony, conflict, or dialogue) and write an essay which explores how the author uses those elements to convey the theme of the story. You MUST support your ideas with examples and details from the story. Your essay will be evaluated in two ways—on your understanding of the story and on the quality of your writing. 
DIRECTIONS:  First, choose a story and circle it above.
1. DETERMINE THE THEME: In your own words, write down what you consider to be the main point that the author is attempting to make through the story. (This is the theme.)  Think about the best way to word this, and write it below:
2. “BRING YOUR BOOK:” Re-read the story with the theme in mind. Complete the chart on “A Deeper Look,” exploring different literary elements for the story and the theme you have chosen. The evidence you give for each literary element will be a starting point for the “Book” portion of your paper. 
You will then decide which elements most clearly convey the theme. Narrow down your focus to three literary elements:
3.  “BRING YOUR BRAIN:” You will annotate the story, making notes either in the online textbook or on a printed copy of the story. Annotating involves your own explanations, ideas, analyses, opinions, etc. These notes in the text will eventually evolve into the “Brain” part of your paper. 
4. WRITE YOUR THESIS STATEMENT. (Example: “Dr. Seuss cleverly uses the characters, the Once-ler, the Lorax, and the boy, to teach young readers the importance of taking care of the environment.”)
5. ORGANIZE: Use the Graphic Organizer to plan your essay.
6. DRAFT: After the mini-lessons on writing introductions and conclusions, write your first draft.  

7. EDIT: Each student will complete the Peer Editing process. We will only focus on content for this process. Remember: If you want to receive useful feedback on your paper, you must provide useful feedback on your partner’s paper. 
8. REVISE: After your paper has been edited, you will revise and rewrite. This will be your second draft.
9. PUBLISH: We will spend time in the computer lab typing our second drafts. *STUDENTS MUST HAVE THE “ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY” ON PAGE 13 OF THEIR AGENDA SIGNED BY A PARENT. *
10.  SCORE: You will be introduced to an online program called “Writing Coach” where you will submit your essay for scoring. The program will also offer feedback on ways to improve your essay. You will then revise and resubmit.
Although the computer will be scoring your paper, the final grade on your essay will ultimately be decided by your teacher.
Name: ____________________________





Class:  ___________ Date: ____________











Author’s Point / Message / Theme: _______________________________________________________ __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________





The elements I choose are (circle three):       characters        setting        irony        conflict        dialogue       








