Student Sample Response #3 to “The Dinner Party”
Have you ever been stereotyped or have been the victim of stereotyping.  There is nothing more infuriating than being told what you can or can’t do when the decision is based on little more than your gender or your age.  In the story, “The Dinner Party,” Mona Gardner cleverly disproves certain stereotypes.  At a dinner party in India, the “know-it-all” Colonel has a dispute about women being more fearful than men with one of the female guests.  But, through the events of the evening, the hostess proves him wrong.  Mona Gardner invites an unexpected guest to show up at dinner to prove that not all stereotypes are true;  and through the use of the Colonel, the American, and Mrs. Wynnes she demonstrates that women can be just as courageous as men.

One of the guests at the party is the Colonel, who was the male that was having the argument with one of the female guests.  The Colonel represents the stereotype, or the person who believes in what he hears not what he sees in real life.  He says, “A women’s unfailing reaction in any crisis is to scream,” while the girl argued that women were over the whole “screaming” thing.  During the party and their discussion, they don’t realize what is happening around them and the other guests.   Especially the Colonel who thinks he is right about women still jumping-on-a-chair-at-the-sight-of-a-mouse era, but he just needs to pay attention instead of being high-headed because he doesn’t know everything. I think we have a bit of Colonel in all of us because we judge men and women regularly in our lives because that’s how we’ve been brought up.  We may think men are stronger than women, but who knows, there may be a woman out there who has muscles of steel.  Even though the Colonel seems pretty sure of himself he can’t judge women right away because there is more to the story than you might suspect.

Another guest is the American naturalist, who Gardner represents as the curious but fast thinker, who doesn’t really have any interest in what the colonel and girl are discussing.  He is more curious in why the hostess is as still as a statue and why she is staring straight ahead and not saying a word.  After a while he notices the boy that Mrs. Wynnes had motioned over, and watches him place a bowl of milk on the veranda. He remembers that in India milk in a bowl means bait for a snake, which means that there must be a cobra in the room.  Gardner, I think, also has the American being represented as a fast thinker because instead of just telling everyone that there was a cobra under the table and freaking everyone out, his voice sobered everyone and made them listen.  It was a smart move on his part for making sure that everyone remained still as statues because if anyone startled the cobra, the cobra would go into strike.  After the American saw the cobra leave the room, he dashed and shut the door. The American acted courageous and made the guests think that the Colonel had proved his point, but there is someone else who the guests and readers should know about.

The last character, but probably one of the most important ones, is the hostess, Mrs. Wynnes.  Mona Gardner wanted to express the hostess as the example against the stereotype.  The whole time the cobra was on her foot she remained calm like everything was alright because she didn’t want to disturb the other guests.  This was the opposite of what the Colonel assumed women would be like.  Ironically, the whole time the Colonel and the female were having this discussion it was actually happening to Mrs. Wynnes, only no one knew it because she didn’t act like most women might in a dangerous situation. In the end, when the guests all think that that the American has proven the Colonel's point, he questioned how Mrs. Wynnes had known there was a cobra in the room.  With a smile on her face she tells them, “Because it was crawling across my foot.” The guests now know she had been the real brave hero and had proven the colonel and others wrong.  Mona Gardner's point is clearly made that not all stereotypes are true. 

When Mrs. Wynnes tells the American that the cobra was on her foot, she destroys the stereotype.  Mona Gardner gave a great example through this story that we shouldn’t just think what the majority thinks.  We should not judge people before we know them individually because not all stereotypes are true. Mrs. Wynnes was a small character who made a big difference.  It can happen in the world we live in; one small act of courage can make people take on a new respect for others.   Mona Gardner is trying to tell us that we shouldn’t just take people for granted.  No matter what race or sex people are, we should get to know them first.  If you think only men can act brave, think again.
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After reading the paper on the front, Use your rubric to evaluate the paper then respond to the questions that follow.  Be as specific as you can.  If you can see the differences between the #2 and the #3 models, you have a chance of making a 100% on the final major assignment of the semester.


How would you characterize the overall difference between the second student model and the third model of this paper?  Be Specific.
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What is the main thing you learned by comparing these three versions of this paper?
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How can you apply this lesson to the revision of your own work?
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