Student Sample Response #2  to “The Dinner Party” by Mona Gardner


In Mona Gardner’s “Dinner Party,” a small group of privileged people comes together to share a good time, but instead, they learn a very important lesson. Gardner places the colonel, who starts an interesting argument, the hostess, who amazingly defies her stereotypes in a crisis and proves the colonel’s argument wrong, and the American Naturalist, who saves the lives of the other guests and gives credit to the hostess for her actions, to prove a point that people don’t always follow their stereotypes.

 
The colonel believes that it is natural for women to panic in a crisis. The colonel is a military man who thinks that men have superior nerve control. He is a stereotypical male in his conversation with a young girl when the girl believes that women have just as much nerve control as men. He believes his opinion about men is correct almost throughout the whole story. However, when he finds out a cobra was crawling across the hostess’s feet, he was very surprised how calm she reacted. 


The hostess defies the colonel’s stereotypes when she remains calm during a crisis. The hostess appears to be a stereotypical officer’s wife who lives in a beautiful home with a bare marble floor, open rafters, and wide glass doors opening onto the veranda. She appears shy because she does not enter the conversation about nerve control; however, she is quiet because a cobra is crawling across her foot! She quickly summons the Native Boy to get a bowl of milk because it is bait for a cobra. Because of her quick thinking, the cobra is lured away from the table it was hiding under to a bowl of milk on the veranda. The American Naturalist is the only guest who notices the hostess’s actions and reacts quickly to save the guests’ lives.


The American Naturalist is an observant man who saves the lives of the guests and gives credit to the hostess after her actions. The American Naturalist is very observant and does not join the argument but watches the other guests and sees the hostess summon the Native Boy to get a bowl of milk. He was smart enough to know that a bowl of milk meant bait for a cobra. After realizing there is a cobra under the table, he thinks of a clever way to get all the guests to remain still and quiet. Because of his clever plan to get everyone to stay still, no one gets hurt and the cobra crawls out from under the table onto and sprints towards the bait.

            The author shows just how you can’t expect all stereotypes to be true through the way of the hostess, who has the most nerve control at the party. The author also uses the colonel and the American Naturalist to express the message the same message. Probably both men and women would scream in real life if a cobra were crawling across their feet. What would you do if a cobra were crawling across your feet? You don’t have to follow your own stereotypes just like the hostess does!
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What would you suggest to improve this paper?  Be Specific
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