Student Sample Response #1  to “The Dinner Party” by Mona Gardner
 "The Dinner Party" tells a story about a social gathering in India. Read the story. Then write an essay in which you discuss how the author uses the characters in the story to express a message. Support your ideas with examples and details from the story. Do not merely summarize the story. Remember that your response will be evaluated in two ways—on your understanding of the story and on the quality of your writing.
Read the response below.  Considering the guidelines and recommendations you have been given for the Literary Analysis Essay, how do you think this paper will score?  Make your predictions using the grid below, and then suggest improvements that you would recommend for this writer.

     Why is it that girls get scarred and boys don’t in a scary situation? In Mona gardeners “the dinner party” I think they get this exact message across.

     A lady overhears an argument between a little girl and a colonel. The little girl says that women should have out grown getting scared at seeing a mouse. The colonel says that they haven’t. 

     Ironically a snake comes in the story and you see how each character reacts to it.  When you are reading this story you’d probley say “ it obvious, the woman would be scared and the men would be calm”. Your wrong. 

     The American naturalist in the story see’s a bowl of milk on the floor and he says “in India, a bowl of milk on the floor means bait for a snake”. He doesn’t see the snake anywhere and thinks it’s under there table so he tells everyone at the table to be calm. If people at the table are not calm the snake will tend to want to bite. To keep everyone calm he slowly counts.

     This works until someone sees the snake at the corner of there eye and everyone becomes all but not calm. The American naturalist asks Mrs. wynes how she knew there was a snake and she replied “it was crawling on my foot.” Mrs. wynes didn’t go crazy at the sight of a snake personally snakes are scarier than mice because there bigger.  This shows the authors point.  Girls can be just as brave as boys.
What would you suggest to improve this paper?  Be Specific
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