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 The Beginning 
   and the End
  Literary Analysis Essay

The introductory paragraph should contain several elements that help set up the point that the essay writer is trying to make about the story.  Examine the introductory paragraph of  “The Lesson of The Lorax” to identify the parts that you need to include in your own introductory paragraph.







You want to make sure that you plan the elements above into your introductory paragraph.  Once you have your essay planned, you will use the areas of Major Support to construct your thesis statement.  You also want to word your thesis statement so that it establishes the organization of the rest of the essay.
The introduction above is certainly not as good as it could be.  Consider the body of this paper, and then highlight one of the three parts of this introduction to improve.  Write your improvements below.

(When you write your own introduction, don’t forget the additional intro strategies you have already been taught.)

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

The conclusion paragraph is where you drive home your overall point.  Once you get there, you will have made three individual observations about how the author is using the characters in the story.  In your conclusion you clarify the overall point that the author is making with these characters.  Although this includes a restatement of your thesis, you want to avoid sounding repetitive.







Your conclusion should contain the parts above.  This is the last impression you will make on your reader, so take the time to make a strong one.

The conclusion from “The Lesson of The Lorax” isn’t bad, but it certainly leaves room for improvement.  Select one of the parts of the conclusion to improve.  Write your revision beside that part below.  Take notes on other suggested improvements as your classmates share their results. 

Hint:  One of the suggested parts isn’t actually even represented in this conclusion.  Can you identify which one it is?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Help this writer get it right!





Name: _____________________________





Class: ____________ Date: ____________





Attack the Issue & Background Info:


Title, Author, Setting, and brief overview of plot





On the surface, Dr Seuss’s “The Lorax” is a cute children’s story about the conflict between a greedy, enterprising Once-ler who invades and destroys the land of the pesky, but persistent Lorax.  Although the Once-ler’s ambitions are not slowed down by the Lorax’s protests, neither wins out in the end. However, the story is more complex than one may see at first glance.  The story clearly exposes Dr. Seuss as a strong environmentalist intent on influencing his young readers’ views on the environment.  He cleverly makes a strong environmentalist point through the interaction between the Once-ler and the Lorax, and suggests a powerful message to the young readers of this story through the boy, who at first seems to play a rather minor role in the story.





Author’s Point


or Theme





Thesis Statement


This is the essay writer’s point.  It literally answers the question asked in the writing prompt: �How does the author use the characters in the story to make his/her point?





Attack the Issue & Background Info:


Title, Author, Setting, and brief overview of plot





Thesis Statement


This is the essay writer’s point.  It literally answers the question asked in the writing prompt:.�





Author’s Point


or Theme





Resolution & �Restatement of Thesis


This is where the essay writer reflects on the impact of the ending and reemphasizes his/her main point.





Finally, when the Once-ler tosses the boy that seed of hope, Dr. Seuss’s message is just as clear to us as it was to the Once-ler.  “Unless someone like you / Cares a whole awful lot, / Nothing is going to get better, / It’s not.” That seed represents the same potential power that is represented by today’s children.  If they care enough, they will find that they can be instruments of positive change.  We Once-lers may even find that we can learn a thing or two from them, and that with their help, the Lorax may even come back to places we thought were hopeless.  Dr. Seuss leaves us no doubt that this is his hope.  Otherwise, why would he send this message through characters that appeal directly to children and the children within us?








Thematic Extension


Attempt to extend that theme to real life in order to show the continuing relevance of the author’s point.





Clincher


Final observation or question raised about the author’s approach to this theme.
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