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All right, now that you’ve had some practice with the note-taking process in class, it is time to try it on your own.  Read the continuation of the article from the team activity on the opposite page.  Remember you are still taking notes on solutions that are being implemented by conservation groups to support the survival black-footed ferret.  You have identified this passage as potentially containing information you can include in your product.  Read the passage and take it through the steps below before completing your note-cards.

Steps:

1. When you find the information you think may be relevant to your paper, ask yourself, “Why do I need this?”  If the answer is obvious read the targeted section again.
2. Make a note of the main idea of the selected passage in the margin of the article.
3. Record supporting details that answer the questions of where, when, why, and how.
4. Think of the information from steps 1-3. Say it aloud, rephrasing the author’s ideas like you might tell a friend about it.  This is paraphrasing!

Name: ______________________





Date:  __________ Class: _______





© Jeff Vanuga








Reintroducing black-footed ferrets on public lands


Defenders is helping with black-footed ferret reintroduction efforts on public lands. The most important of all ferret sites is in Conata Basin, a 73,000 acre portion of the Buffalo Gap National Grassland in South Dakota. Prairie dog colonies have expanded tremendously in this area due to their recent protection here. Adjacent landowners are not happy with this expansion and fear the spread of prairie dog colonies onto their property. In an attempt to reduce this conflict without the use of poison year after year to kill the prairie dogs next to private land (and destroy black-footed ferret habitat), Defenders of Wildlife purchased 5 miles of portable electric fence in 2006. This fence is now being used by National Grassland managers in areas where poisoning has been recurrent. The fence keeps livestock out of boundary areas, allowing the grass to grow tall. This in turn reduces or prevents prairie dogs from reoccupying these boundary areas, and ultimately prevents the need to use poison.


Defenders of Wildlife hopes to work with National Grassland officials to use this portable fencing in more boundary areas around the Conata Basin ferret reintroduction site so that the agency’s use of poison in this critical area can be reduced in the future, or even eliminated completely.	 


	http://www.defenders.org/programs_and_policy/wildlife_conservation/�	 imperiled_species/black-footed_ferret/in_the_field.php
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1.  Read the passage above and take it through the steps practiced with the previous page before creating the note card.





2.  Repeat the process creating a more general notation that captures the main idea of the passage without the details.





Main Idea _________________________________________





Supporting Details:





1.  __________________________________________





2.   _________________________________________





_________________________________________





_________________________________________





_________________________________________





























