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Your notes are only as good as the extent to which they support the point you are trying to make.  They represent your interaction between the information you find in your research and the objectives of the product you are trying to create.  If they are done well, they will provide a strong foundation for the content you develop in your product.  Thoughtful and purposeful note taking that answers the questions you have pursued in your research will save you time and frustration when you begin writing your content.  Since most of your notes will be paraphrased we’ll start with some practice of that particular approach.

Directions:  Read the passage on the left taken from the Defenders of Wildlife website.  Look for information on what has caused the problem for this animal.  Highlight sections that directly relate to the threat to this animal.
Steps:

1. When you find the information you think may be relevant to your paper, ask yourself, “Why do I need this?”  If the answer is obvious read the targeted section again.
2. Make a note of the main idea of the selected passage in the margin of the article.
3. Record supporting details that answer the questions of where, when, why, and how.
4. Think of the information from steps 1-3. Say it aloud, rephrasing the author’s ideas like you might tell a friend about it.  This is paraphrasing!



Name: ______________________





Date:  __________ Class: _______








Black-footed Ferret �Background and Recovery


General Overview


Black-footed ferrets are small predators that live on large prairie dog colonies. They sleep in prairie dog burrows during the day and hunt prairie dogs at night. The black-footed ferret is the only ferret species native to North America. Its closest relatives are the European polecat and the Siberian, or steppe polecat.


Black-footed ferrets co-evolved with prairie dogs as their prey over thousands of years. The first occurrence of black-footed ferrets is uncertain, but scientists speculate that the species has probably been present in North America for at least 100,000 years. 


Black-footed ferrets once numbered in the tens of thousands and occurred in large prairie dog colonies throughout the Great Plains and intermountain valleys in 12 states and 2 Canadian provinces, and possibly portions of northern Mexico. The range of the black-footed ferret overlapped the ranges of three prairie dog species in these areas: the black-tailed, white-tailed and Gunnison’s prairie dogs.


Due to widespread loss of all three of these species of prairie dogs, ferret habitat is now just a fraction of what it once was. Prairie dogs are routinely poisoned on both private and public lands, often at taxpayer expense, and shot for target practice. Many people believe erroneously that livestock are commonly injured by accidentally stepping into prairie dog holes. Many ranchers dislike prairie dogs because they eat grass that could otherwise feed livestock.


The widespread destruction of their habitat (prairie dog colonies) and the arrival of exotic diseases in the 1900s brought black-footed ferrets to the brink of extinction. By the 1960s, the only known population was a small colony in southwestern South Dakota. That colony disappeared in 1974 for unknown reasons. The species was declared extinct.


Then, in 1981, black-footed ferrets were rediscovered on prairie dog colonies near Meeteetse, Wyoming and this discovery offered a ray of hope for the species. But four years later disease struck and nearly killed all of the Meeteetse ferret population. The last 18 ferrets were taken into captivity between 1985 and 1987 in an effort to save the species.


A successful captive-breeding program was initiated in 1987 and continues to this day. Since 1991, federal, state and tribal agencies, in cooperation with private landowners, conservation groups and the North American zoo community have been actively reintroducing these captive-bred ferrets into the wild. Beginning in Shirley Basin, Wyoming, reintroduction efforts have since expanded to sites in Montana, South Dakota, Arizona, Colorado, Utah, Chihuahua, Mexico and Kansas. 


http://www.defenders.org/programs_and_policy/wildlife_conservation/�imperiled_species/black-footed_ferret/background_and_recovery.php
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Now let’s put it all together on a note card in our own words.





Main Idea _________________________________________





Supporting Details:





1.  __________________________________________





2.  __________________________________________





3.  __________________________________________











