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Plagiarism Introduction
	Before

Video
	Read each situation and mark examples of Plagiarism with a P.

Then underline the reason why this student is plagiarizing.
	After

Video

	
	Dave is a very organized student who uses colored index cards to create source and note cards for his research project on the red wolf. As he creates an outline for his brochure, he carefully cites each source and properly formats the Works Cited section. Because he does not double check the research guidelines, Dave forgets to cite all of the pictures he uses in his brochure. He turns in the project knowing that he tried his best. Mrs. Wiesner notices the missing citations when she grades it, but Dave explains that it was a careless mistake.
	

	
	Kristin found a great internet article about her research topic focusing on the causes of the Civil War. To save time she copied and pasted a few important phrases word-for-word from the article into her research paper. She didn’t create note or source cards for the article, but she gave credit to the author at the end of her project.
	

	
	Brendan’s research paper contains mostly quotes from a variety of sources – internet article, academic journal, and a reference book. All of the quotes support his thesis statement and help prove the major points of his essay. He used quotation marks and cited each quotation properly to give each author his/her rightful credit.
	

	
	Sonya went through the entire research process and now she is compiling her works cited page to give credit to all of her sources. As she looks over her source cards, she realizes that she accidentally left one of her cards at the library. Since the paper is due tomorrow, she has no time to go back to the library. She is not concerned because she only has one note card from this source and it is paraphrased in her own words.
	

	
	Darren worked diligently for two weeks researching his essay on the Klondike Gold Rush. He finished writing the rough draft, but he still needed to type the final draft. On the night before the due date, Darren stayed up until 2 a.m. in the morning typing the final draft. Since he was really tired and beginning to doze off, his mom volunteered to type the last paragraph of the essay so he could get some much needed sleep.
	

	
	Mrs. Mayo assigned her class an essay describing the life of Mohandas Gandhi. Erin remembered that she wrote a similar paper on Gandhi in the 5th grade. She decides to update the essay by adding more information and changing the organization of the paper. She retypes the essay and adds a new cover page with pictures of Gandhi.
	

	
	Andrew found a great article on ways to save the giant panda from extinction. He quickly remembered that Mr. Ott told him to paraphrase the ideas from a source into his own words. So he copied information from the magazine article, but he changed several of the key words using a thesaurus. He didn’t want to plagiarize so he gave credit to the author at the end of the brochure.
	

	
	Michelle spent several days in the media center and computer lab researching information about Thomas Edison. She thought she was careful about filling out the source and note cards. While she is writing the essay, she realizes that she overlooked the page number on a couple of her book sources. She needs the page numbers for the citations in her paper, but she doesn’t want to waste time searching back through all of books in the media center. Since she has all of the other information for the sources, she knows her teacher will understand and not take off any points.
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