
Using Context to Determine the Meaning of Unfamiliar Words 

Using Context Clues 

Directions:  Read the given contexts below, then use clues from the passage to 

determine the meaning of the underlined vocabulary words. 

From the beginning of Chapter 3  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the middle of Chapter 2 

And always they pitched camp after dark, eating their bit of fish, and crawling to sleep into 

the snow. Buck was ravenous. The pound and a half of sun-dried salmon, which was his 

ration for each day, seemed to go nowhere. He never had enough, and suffered from 

perpetual hunger pangs. Yet the other dogs, because they weighed less and were born to the 

life, received a pound only of the fish and managed to keep in good condition. 

 

 

1. Fight 

2. Enemy 

3. Fierce 

4. Combat 

adversary goaded 

1. Pushy 

2. Scared 

3. Hatred 

4. Forced 

treacherously 

1. Loyally 

2. Dangerous 

3. Deceitfully 

4. Secret 

ravenous perpetual 



From the middle of Chapter 3 

 But when he was at last unearthed, and Spitz flew at him (Pike) to punish him, Buck flew, 

with equal rage, in between. So unexpected was it, and so shrewdly managed, that Spitz was 

hurled backward and off his feet. Pike, who had been trembling abjectly, took heart at this 

open mutiny, and sprang upon his overthrown leader. Buck, to whom fair play was a 

forgotten code, likewise sprang upon Spitz. But Francois, chuckling at the incident while 

unswerving in the administration of justice, brought his lash down upon Buck with all his 

might. This failed to drive Buck from his prostrate rival, and the butt of the whip was 

brought into play.  

 

 

From the beginning of Chapter 4 

The general tone of the team picked up immediately. It recovered its old-time solidarity, and 

once more the dogs leaped as one dog in the traces. At the Rink Rapids two native huskies, 

Teek and Koona, were added; and the celerity with which Buck broke them in took away 

Francois's breath. 

"Nevaire such a dog as dat Buck!" he cried. "No, nevaire! Heem worth one t'ousan' dollair, 

by Gar! Eh? Wot you say, Perrault?" 

 

 

 

From the end of Chapter 7 

As the fall of the year came on, the moose appeared in greater abundance, moving slowly 

down to meet the winter in the lower and less rigorous valleys. Buck had already dragged 

down a stray part-grown calf; but he wished strongly for larger and more formidable quarry, 

and he came upon it one day on the divide at the head of the creek. A band of twenty moose 

had crossed over from the land of streams and timber, and chief among them was a great 

bull. He was in a savage temper, and, standing over six feet from the ground, was as 

formidable an antagonist as even Buck could desire. 

 

prostrate 

celerity 

quarry 


