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It is often easiest to write an introduction after spending some time on the body of the paper.  When we write, we naturally tend to start at the beginning, but expecting to write a great introduction before you have thoroughly thought through your topic can be a recipe for writer’s block and make getting started at all difficult.

Ingredients:

Good introductions should hook your reader’s interest and attention.

They should reflect the personality behind the person, set the mood and tone of the writing, and clearly establish the purpose of the paper.

Strategies for openers:
1. An intriguing statement

On the evening of September 7th, 1994, my parents brought home an addition to the family that would change their lives forever and in ways they couldn’t imagine.

2. A startling statistic

I have ridden roller coasters in 37 states.

3. A question

(As long as the answer is either obvious or you answer it in the next sentence)

Who blasted the winning homerun in the bottom of the 9th inning of the 2005 Little League World Series?  Yes, that would be me.
4. A relevant story, joke or anecdote 

Let me tell you, I learned the hard way that police officers do not have much of a sense of humor….
5. A statement of popular misconception.

My friends have no idea how sensitive I really am…
Read the introduction on the reverse to see which strategy above was used in its construction.  


Okay, so some people roll their eyes as I walk down the hall.  What do I care?  I dress the way I want to dress and look the way I want to look.  Nobody tells me what to wear!  If people have a problem with my style, it truly is their problem.  I like to change the way I look every day because I don’t want to be boring!  Why should you care if I dress Goth one day and Prep the next?  If I was wearing your clothes then you might have something to say about it, but I’m not, so you don’t.  What you probably don’t know about me is that even though I like to change my look on the outside, I don’t change on the inside.  My friends know there is a lot more to me than my appearance.  They know the passionate artist, the academic perfectionist, and the fiercely loyal friend.  Unless you can get past my appearance, this may be the best chance you ever get to really know me too.  You can either roll your eyes … or turn the page. What do I care?

Why is this either a good introduction or not? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Does it successfully establish a focus for the rest of the paper?  Explain. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think the first body paragraph is actually going to be about?  Explain.  __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

How would you characterize this writer? _______________________________________

You only get one chance to make a strong first impression.








