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If you were to ask several people who know me what I’m like, you’d probably get different answers from everyone you asked. Depending on who I am with, I can be a totally different person.

My best friend would probably call me a maniac, because I’m not afraid to do anything. I am always ready to take a dare.  I even climbed a cell tower this summer when he bet me that I wouldn’t.  I even stole the lighting rod off of the top to prove that I’d been there.  I had to tell my mom that I had found it on the side of the road, because the truth would have gotten me in a bunch of trouble.  

You see, my mom thinks that I can do no wrong.  I never get in trouble at home because I’m careful to act very responsibly all of the time.  Whenever I want something, I pretty much get it because I am the “perfect son.”  

The only really bad report that you would probably get about me would be from my older brother Jeremy.  He probably knows me better than anyone.  He says that I make him puke.  I guess we get along all right though, because we have an agreement that I won’t ever tell on him as long as he doesn’t tell on me.  I guess he would probably admit that I’m pretty trustworthy.  

Overall, I guess you could say that I work pretty hard to manage how other people think of me.  I’ve found that it really pays off in the end. Only I know my whole story.
What does this writer do well?  Explain.

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What would you recommend that this writer do to improve his response?  Be Specific.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2nd Draft

If you were to ask several people who know me what I’m like, you’d probably get different answers from everyone you asked. I like to think of myself as kind of a chameleon. You know, the lizard that can change his color to blend in wherever he is.  I can adapt to almost any situation, and play the person that I need to be in that situation.  Don’t get me wrong.  I’m not acting; I’m just adapting.  I can be crazy, mature, or just an annoying little brother, all in the same day.  My friends and family may all see me a little differently, but they still see me, the me I permit them to see.

My best friend would probably call me a maniac because I’m not afraid to do anything. I am always ready to take a dare.  One day this summer we were riding our bikes around the neighborhood looking for something to do, when out of the blue he said, “I bet you wouldn’t climb that cell tower,” as we rode past.  The next thing he knew, he was watching me scamper over the surrounding chain link fence and then just as quickly start up the tower.  The ladder was a little scary, especially once I got close to the top, but I climbed steadily until I reached it. I even shook loose the lightning rod and threw it down to him for a souvenir.  It now leans up against the wall of my room like a six-foot iron spear.  I had to tell my mom that I had found it on the side of the road, because the truth would have gotten me in a bunch of trouble.  

You see, my mom thinks that I can do no wrong.  I never get in trouble at home because I’m careful to act very responsibly all of the time.  I always do my chores and my homework on time, and I’m always very polite to her friends.  She calls me her, “little gentleman.”  I’ve learned that I get many more privileges when Mom thinks of me like this.  Whenever I want something, I pretty much get it because I am the “perfect son.”  

The only really bad report that you would probably get about me would be from my older brother Jeremy.  He probably knows me better than anyone.  He says that I make him puke.  He’s always in trouble at school, and I think he’s a little jealous that I’m smarter than he is.  What really burns him up is when my mom tells him that he should act more like me.  He completely knows that I’ve got Mom wrapped around my little finger.  I guess we get along all right though, because we have an agreement that I won’t ever tell on him as long as he doesn’t tell on me.  He might not like the fact that I get away with a lot more than he does, but he doesn’t rat me out, and he knows that I won’t either.  I guess he would probably admit that I’m pretty trustworthy too.  

Overall, I guess you could say that I work pretty hard to manage how other people think of me.  Some people might call that “fake,” but I call it smart.  My relationship with others changes depending on who they are.  I simply customize my image for each of those individual relationships.  Most of us do that in some way.  I’m just honest about it…and good at it.  Do you think I might have a future in Hollywood? 

The revision above is obviously longer than the first draft, but is it better?  How would you describe the changes that the writer has made to this draft?  Does he make changes that you suggested?  Do the changes improve it or damage it?  Explain.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Try using the evaluation rubric to identify this draft’s strength and weaknesses.
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