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  Analysis Essay
Most of us have written about the basic “facts” of our lives:  where we were born, where we grew up, what hobbies we enjoy, how many dogs and cats we have, how many brothers or sisters we have…blah blah blah …etc…blah blah…

In this paper, I want you to go a little deeper into the real you.  The facts of course are important, but more important, are what the facts actually reveal about you as a person.


Directions:  Write a five-paragraph (minimum) essay that explores the subject of who you really are. There are two different approaches you may take with this paper:
A. You may identify several characteristics (qualities) that you possess that combine to create the unique individual you are.  If you choose this approach, you will need to creatively introduce that individual to your reader, and to then use your life and experiences as evidence of how each of those characteristics are illustrated by your life.                                OR
B. You may compare the way you view yourself to how other people see you as a person.  This approach is more effective if there is a significant difference between who you really are as a person and how others see you.  If you choose this approach, you will need to creatively illustrate how you see yourself as a person, then contrast that view with how you are seen by people who know you … or who think that they do.  Make sure to give specific supporting evidence.
Primary Considerations – Since this is an Explanatory Essay (an essay that makes a point, and then systematically defends it with Facts, Reasons, Incidents, Examples, and Details), you will want to keep the following in mind as you plan your work.
1. Your paper should begin with an attention grabbing introductory paragraph that is supported by at least two, fully developed, body paragraphs, and your paper should end with a solid concluding paragraph.

2. Your paper will be graded using the “Writing Assignment Rubric” weighing heavily on the effective use of specific supporting evidence.  Your paper should also be well organized, and free of careless spelling and grammatical errors.

3. Your first draft may be either handwritten or typed, but must be legible as you will be receiving feedback by at least one person other than the teacher.
4. Your final draft should be typed or written in black or blue ink and may be read by other 8th graders who, like the teacher, desire to know more about who you really are as a person.

Once you have completed your plan, you may begin the first draft of your essay.

You may use the space on the next page to plan your essay.  Use a graphic organizer to organize your ideas.




(Name)


I want to know YOU!








