Maior Wise Men vs. Blind Mice |
! It’s No Contest A
Support Support
Have you ever set in a classroom and carefully listened to the teacher’s lesson, but you
ust don’t get it when the lesson is finished? Then you go to lunch and tell your best friend
labout it, and they say, “Oh! That’s easy,” and they explain it to you in a way that was different
from the way you heard it in class, and now everything the teacher was saying suddenly makes
sense. It may make you wonder, “Who is the better teacher?” Sometimes the way a story is
told or the way a lesson is taught just makes more sense than the way someone else tells it,
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One might argue that the original fable is a better teacher simply because of its
Simplicity, avoiding the extras included in Ed Young's version of the story. It requires the
reader to think more for themselves. It is often said that the lessons we figure out for
ourselves are the most powerful that we will ever experience. However, that argument
assumes that the reader will in fact figure it out. Unfortunately, many readers of the original
able fail to understand the complete meaning. They may see what the blind men missed;

hey may understand why it is important to listen to others; but they may not fully understand
hat trapped the blind men in their argument. If that lesson isn’t learned, then the complete
meaning of the fable is lost and the reader is likely to one day suffer the same fate as the men
in the fable. Like any great teacher, Ed Young helps the student get past some of the difficulty
in the lesson. He gives the reader just enough to see the complete meaning of the fable and
ives them alittle extra helping the reader go even further than the original.

Ed Young is a master teacher, and his version of the fable reflects that. He understood
he challenge represented by the original and not only improved it, but made the message
more accessible to children. His use of imag
ul learning experience. @dditionally, his version adds meaning that
he original just can’t deliver, overall, making it a much more effective teacher. On top of that,
oung’s addition of White Mouse is genius. The fact thatwhite mouse is a “she” adds a level
of meaning that the boys in the audience may struggle to see;but need to see. While they are
ighting to prove who is right, someone is listening and seeing the.bigger picture. The earlier
he boys learn the value that the girls bring to their world, the more successful they will likely

0 be because of that value. The wise men can’t take any of us that far.
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